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Imitation of Perceived Blackness
What defines “blackness” in American culture? Does it represent only the color of skin or the culture as well? It is hard to define blackness without one’s personal background. Most of American tend to define blackness by distinguishing American African, also known as New Negro and the rest of black people. However, most people who live outside of US tend to define them as anyone who has black skin. However. defining blackness with skin color causes problem. There are many mix bloods and it is hard to say their skin color and say rather he or she is white or black. In 1828, Thomas D. Rice, an American actor performed imitation of blackness by acting Jim Crow, a popular black slave. He painted his skin all black and sang and danced like black man. It was exotic and extraordinary performance to people in early 1800s. Can we define his performance or himself as blackness? American writer, W.T. Lhamon, Jr. refered Rice’s performance as, “imitating perceived blackness”. Until 1865, black slavery was common thing in all over America. Thus, Rice’s performance was not seen as discrimination or segregation. 
However, people’s perception of blackness and racism has changed after Jim Crow laws. There are two different Jim Crow within 50years. Rice’s Jim Crow initially provided pleasure and fun to the audience. Later, imitating perceived blackness gave white people a sense of shame and sympathy.  In the late 17th century, the government enacted Jim Crow act to advocate equality of all race.
 The perception of cultural blackness changes from time to time, and from social group to social group throughout resulted liberty and equality. Jim Crow, a slave who sang and danced with worn out and shabby cloth could have become Kanye West. There are only few white rappers compare to the massive number of black rappers. Hip-hop is a genre where black people became strongest and most talented. It is also interesting to imagine what if white people were dominated by black people in Africa. People’s perception of blackness has changed throughout time and space. 
I definitely agree with the term by Lhamon Jr. America has been strongly influenced by black people and we cannot deny that United States could not be exist in current form without black people. In terms of music, I strongly agree that African American has influenced a lot on American musical history, and it is certain that American music is the imitation of blackness.

How people’s perspective toward African American has changed throughout time evidently show s that American music was strongly influenced by black people and we can clearly argue that American music can be defined as the imitation of perceived blackness. Throughout time, African American has dedicated and influenced American music. Even though America was the youngest country in 20th century, they had wealth, knowledge, people, and multi culture. 20th century American music was one of the fundamental movements which influenced musicians and artists all around the world. From jazz to rock, America was where they created new genre and styles. African people brought their culture and music and developed within the slavery. There were many people who argues that we cannot convince that American music was originated from blackness. In 21st century, most of critic agree that American music was originated from blackness. For example, Jazz was originated from New Orleans by African slaves with rhythms representing its diversity of cultural impact from West Africa to the West Indies. Europeans first found America and began colonizing and developing the country. It became United States of America and hundreds of thousands of people moved from Europe to the new land of dream. However, they did not have any hard works or labors on their dream plan, so they took African people as slave and labors. Even though the slavery ended on December 1865, they had to suffer from poor and negative environment in slum. Only way they could success and earn money in the beginning of 20th century was to sell drugs or become a musician. Music has changed their lifestyle and perspective on black people. They were talented and good at singing, playing instruments and composing a song. Some people say that American music was first originated from African culture and later evolved throughout English, American culture and historical condition of slavery. During slavery, African Americans used traditional music as a way to retain a connection to their culture and other slaves. Do African Americans have to thank white people for their inspiration or slavery? I believe their musical ability and talents had also influenced liberty and resulted ends of slavery. The slavery could have lasted longer if black people were not talented at music and American music never became strong enough to get attention from the world and bring people to their senses. Within 2cennturies, varieties of different music genre have born in America. After blues had amazing impact on music industry, R&B, Reggae, Funk, Doo-wop, Hip-hop, and Rock came out and amazed people in the world. We cannot ignore the relationship between these genres. During the civil war, black Americans, who were employed as a musicians and slaves developed a new style of. Music, called, ragtime, which later gradually turns into the well-known genre, Jazz. The modern genres of blues and ragtime developed in the late 19th century. In the 1960s, soul performers had a major influence on white US and UK singers. However, their styles, skills, and knowledges were originated from Rhythm and Blues, which was created by Black Americans. In 1970s, Black Americans developed another genre, Hip-hop, which gains significance popularity in 21st century. House music was also originated by Black Americans which reflects disco infused dance style. Most recent genre, Pop, which some of people believe that is pure white American music, is actually rooted in R&B from Whitney, Diddy, Dr, Dre, and so other black artists. Thus, American music was strongly influenced by previous and present Black American artists. It is also true that we cannot ignore the white and multi-cultural influence in American musical history. On the other hands, it is evident that American music was largely developed by African Americans and the sons and the daughters of African Americans from the late 19th century is now representing and leading musicians and artists today. For example of a song, “Uptown Funk” by Bruno Mars, who is a famous American singer, songwriter, and performer, we can discover a lot of Black American musical styles. It mainly has funk rhythms and as well as other histyorically black musical genres, such as R&B, Soul, Pop, and Hip-hop. His childhood was largely influenced by his father, who loved rock&roll, and Elvis. He claimed, “So, in my world, black music means everything. It’s what gives America its swag.”. He also says that Salsa music came from Puerto Rican, where his father came from. Most of people do not know that the music they are listening and singing are rooted from African culture. In 2013, no African American musician had a Billboard Hot 100 number one.  Throughout urbanization in America, music became one of the largest media, which became accessible through radio, mp3 player, and internet. People from all around the world could now listen to American music, mainly rooted from African culture. Black people in the 19th century could have wanted to become white people, so that their human right can be respected and do whatever they want, instead of doing labor all day. However, black people in these days do not deny their identity and being proud of themselves. For example, in the late 2010s, trap music became so popular with African American rappers. One of the well-known rappers, Drake, who broke the billboard records of Beatles by having his amazing singles on Top 10, considered himself black, even though he was only half African American. Throughout American musical history, it is evident that American music will not exist in current form without African culture and it makes more sense to argue that American music is an imitation of blackness.

Even though American musical history was mostly influenced by African Americans, it is impossible to say that they are African music. I always had a curiosity of African music and I wanted to know why Africans could not make songs like, hip-hop, jazz and R&B back in Africa. I believe that African music could have developed differently, reflecting more African cultural aspects. Without the musical involvement of African Americans, we would not have most of popular music we know today. If Kanye West or Drake did not have an opportunity to come to United States, and experience new culture and learn English, they could have not made it to success as an artist. If Michael Jordan did not have a chance to get into NBA, he could have been just a tall guy in Africa. The time and place have played significant role to African Americans to make music. We cannot ignore the fact that all these amazing music genres were originated in America. This is why W.T. Lhamon could not argue that American music is perceived blackness nor black music. He also said imitation, which is not completely African music. We cannot ignore how historical slavery, American culture. In 19th century, and English dedicated into the history of American music. There is a similar case in Korea. K-POP became the international symbol of South Korea, which is really famous genre in Asia and it also became famous in America and Europe especially after Psy’s “Gangnam style”. Todays, BTS is having amazing popularity with enormous number of fans. There is significant difference between K-POP and American music.  While American music is straightforward and collaborates from one genre to different genres, K-POP focuses on production system, strategic, and advertisement. K-POP singers should have good personality, diverse talent, and enough effort to endure. Hard trainings. In the sense of creating a new genre, which focuses on artists rather than music, K-POP’s musical root is Korea. There are many other musicians and entertainments who likes to copy K-POP due to their magnificence fandom and income. Even though, K-POP was named after POP, which was originated from African Americans, 100% of K-POP artists are from Korea. What they sing and dance are completely new and differentiated from American music. This is the reason why we can define K-POP as Korean music. Compare to America, South Korea is over 99% ethnically Korean, making them one of the most homogenous nations in the world. There are some musicians who were influenced by American music from Westernization afrter the end of Japanese colonization. However, their styles are significantly different from K-POP which makes K-POP independent. The diverse ethnicity has played important role for American music. African American adopted the cultural aspects and social aspects of new land and developed their music. Early recordings of African American music reflect that songs changed frequently, not just from singer to singer, but also from day to day when sung or played by the same musician. These frequent changes could not be developed without slavery or American social atmosphere in. 19th century. It is clearer to say that American music was rooted from African Americans and American culture and its society initiated and provoked their music. When Africans first experienced technology and skills from American industrialization, they encountered whole different world. These industrializations led African Americans to focus on music with various instruments, recording techniques, and collaboration with different culture. We know that Rice learned the song and dance from Jim Crow, but nobody knows the origin of Jim Crow’s music. One certain fact is that Jim Crow was born in America and had been a slave, wearing a rags, a battered hat and torn shoes. These social status and American background in the mid 1800s raised the character named, Jim Crow. When I was back in Korea, there is a place, named Itaewon. Itaewon is a place where we can try foods from. Different countries. And experience nightlife of different culture. This is a place, where we can use English and talk to many foreigners. Itaewon became really popular within last 10years. It is a size of Wicker park in Chicago, which embraces hundreds of people from different ethnicity. This is a place where people celebrate for holloween and saint patrick’s day. I. had a friend from Nigeria who came to Korea five years ago. There is significant difference between the perspective toward black people in US and outside of US. Unlike how Americans categorize black people differently by their backgrounds and ethnicity, Koreans do not ask their ethnicity or where they came from. All they ask black people is are you. Good at singing? Do you have huge dick? Can you dunk? Can you dance like Michael Jackson? Even though, black people are unfamiliar in Korea, where more than 99% are Asian. I initially thought they are rude, and they need to respect black people’s culture and origins. It is like how Americans ask Asian people, “Are you nerd?”, “Do you have a lot of money?”, “Do you have a small dick?”, “Can you eat dog?”. Even though they all look same, there are 48 countries in Asia and 54 countries in Africa. We have different abilities, talents, cultures, and backgrounds. Later, I noticed that not all black people are talented in singing and dancing nor talented in sports. It is important to know that African Americans are the one who spread their musical abilities in the world. It is not about their race. It is about their background and culture. African American are not talented in music because of their race, but because of their poor social status and harsh background in America. They had to do something to escape from poverty and the best option was to follow the path of African American in the field of music. Therefore, America and its background has provoked African American music. 

Finally, there are many instruments and styles that impacts on the history of American music. One of the well-known instruments is banjo, which has been called as “the outstanding American contribution to the music of folklore.”. Banjo looks like a combination of a guitar and a tambourine but being more likely a guitar. It is a four-, five-, or six- stringed instrument with a long neck and a round open backed body at the bottom. It was widely used for American folk music. It was originated from sub-Saharan cultures of the 13th century in Africa. According to the record of Thomas Jefferson, it was brought by slaves to the New World before 1781. Famous music critic, Megan Hilbruner has mentioned, “Even bluegrass, whose name conjures up images of old white men on porches and the film Deliverance could not exist without the Banjo,”. Banjo influenced American music, especially Jazz and Bluegrass. Banjo was not in a form that we know today. It became today’s form as manufacturers added frets, resonators, and tone rings to function properly. During World War I, Americans were looking for new and attractive performances other than classics and waltz. They found out banjo perfectly matches with jazz in terms of its signature dry rhythmic vibrate, which is at the same level with horns and woodwinds. Banjo had large impact on Bluegrass as well. Many people will say significant styles of blues are fact tempos and professional instrumental performances. However, one of the fundamental elements of Bluegrass is Scruggs style. Earl Scruggs, American musician in mid 1900s presented his significant style of using three-fingered technique which was different than other contemporaries. This technique became popular all over America and was named after Earl Scruggs. When you listen to his most famous play, “Foggy Mountain Breakdown” in 1949, you can listen to the fast and rapid tempo which makes harmony along the other instruments. Because of its rhythmical sounds, this became a background music for the car chase scene from Bonnie and Clyde in 1967. Another example of large influence on American music is Cakewalk. The early African American musical styles were ignored by white people. White people believed that African music do not have long enough history and they thought their slaves were imitating white people’s dance. However, cakewalk dance was how slaves communicated each other and a way of mocking the slave owners. This dance became popular in America and became a dance craze within white Americans by the 20th century. Michael Jackson was also influenced by cakewalk and invented his signature dance move, called Moonwalk. Cakewalk is another example that reflects imitation of perceived blackness. Currently, most whites had forgotten its origins, but they are actually imitating blackness. Some people might say that Hip-Hop ‘s origin is America. They will think Even the majority of hip-hop artists are black, they are all from America. In fact, it is true that hip hop is completely new genre, which focuses on rhythm and vocals instead of melodic and harmonic elements from previous genres, such as blues, jazz, and ragtime, which were strongly influenced by African American. However, it is still linked to the African oral tradition, which includes fast wordplay, complicated rhyming, and storytelling skills.  Like older musical styles, Hip-hop served as a tool to speak aloud against cultural oppression and well as a communication tool to ties with other African American communities. Thus, these instruments and styles support American musical roots and how white people has been imitating black music. 

To sum up, I agree with how W.T. Lhamon referred Rice, who played Jim Crow, “Imitation of perceived blackness”. Current form of American music was deeply rooted from African American culture. The historical records of American music, American background, and African instruments and styles support the argument. African American music has a long tradition and allowed African slaves to stand against oppression and create strong cultural ties between African Americans. Though African American musical styles were ignored and underestimated by most of white people, their musical styles and dedication has led evolution of American music and the current form of American music, that we know now. American music was rooted from African American people, who brought their instruments, styles, techniques from back in Africa, or worked on developing their styles in the new world. African American influence on American music has never ended. There is a possibility that banjo will be used for another new genre or Cake dance can dominate US again in future. I believe African American musical styles will continue influencing American culture, society and politics. The only difference between past and present is that people will be aware of potentiality of African American music and understand how it has evolved throughout time and places. 





[bookmark: _GoBack]Professor’s comment:
Brian - this still needs quite. bit of work. The best part is the part about the banjo. You sometimes reduce complicated histories to a single line or person when they re much more complicated. Page 2 and 3 are one long paragraph that tries to tackle way too much. Simplify what you are saying. Then, you need to be much more specific in the case you are building for K-POP.

 I would argue that K-POP is derivative of American music, and therefore of African-American music. It has its own unique characteristics, and you started to list them, but you claim that it stands apart from American pop music. You need to be much more specific about the ways the it does. Feel free to reach out to me to talk further.



